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Provenance: The Lemont Public Library Board Collection contains the history of the Lemont Public 
Library and Trustees. This collection is housed at the Lemont Public Library, where it has been stored 
since the founding of the library. In 2021, the collection was processed and a finding aid was written for 


it. 


Accruals: The current holdings represent library materials through 2020. Accruals are expected on an 


annual basis. 


Administrative History: The Lemont Public Library began as a small collection of books housed in the 
Village Hall in 1929, which was then supported by the Works Progress Administration. In 1942, Lemont 
community members moved to establish the village library via petition. The first library board was 
elected the following year. This petition was then sanctioned by a referendum in 1945 to officially 
establish a village library and support it via the annual village levy. The library remained housed in the 
Village Hall, but began to grow exponentially. Due to this growth, the library relocated in 1980 to the 
Lemont Township High School. Thus, it temporarily acted as both the school and community library. In 
1981, the Lemont Public Library District was officially established and was expanded to include the 


entirety of Lemont Township. The library continued to grow, and in 1996 a referendum passed allowing 
the library to build a new facility at 50 E. Wend St. and separate from the High School. During the 
building process, the library was temporarily located at 1136 State St. Finally in 1997, with the help of 
numerous community volunteers, the library moved to its new 22,000 sq ft. home. The new building was 
then further renovated with the support of a state grant, creating a new teen space in 2008. It was again 
renovated in 2014 to create a new event space and learning center, and now encompasses 24,500 sq ft. 


The library continues to grow and expand its services to meet the needs of the Lemont community. 


For more information about library history and notable board and staff members, please reference the 


contents of subseries 2.1.3. 


Scope and Content 


The Lemont Public Library Board Collection consists of approximately 35 cubic feet spanning the years 
1942-2020, with the majority of materials coming from 1980-2018. The collection consists of regular 
meeting minutes, monthly reports, annual reports, ordinances, audits, internal and external 
communication, intergovernmental agreements, building plans, library cooperative materials, circulation 
and accession records, photographs, and related news clippings. These materials represent the history of 
Lemont Public Library and related organizations. Notable contents include: Lemont Public Library 
founding, Lemont High School, Lemont Public Library District formation, Woodridge Settlement, 
Lemont Public Library Wend St. building, Skender HVAC settlement, Internet Filtering (CIPA), Bur Oak 


Libraries, Pinnacle Library System, library statistics, and Lemont village history. 
Related Materials: Lemont Local History Collection 


Series Info 


Series 1: Library Board Meeting Materials, 1944-2020 
This series contains the minutes, reports, and related materials for monthly library board meetings. 

Subseries 1.1: Library Board Meeting Minutes, 1944-2020 

This subseries contains the monthly library board meeting minutes. Additions will be made as 
necessary in order to represent the entire history of the Lemont Public Library and its board. It is 
organized chronologically. 

Subseries 1.2: Library Board Committee Minutes, 1982-2020 

This subseries contains the committee minutes and reports for the Lemont Public Library board 
monthly meetings. It is organized by committee. 


Subseries 1.3: Monthly Board Reports, 1944-2020 


This subseries contains the monthly board reports delivered to board members. It is organized 
further into three categories: director’s reports, financial reports, and monthly statistics. All categories are 
organized chronologically. 

1.3.1: Director’s Reports, 1981-2019 
1.3.2: Financial Reports, 1946-2020 
1.3.3: Monthly Statistics, 1981-2020 


Series 2: Library Administrative Records, 1944-2019 
This largest series includes all of the internal documents related to the regular functions of the Lemont 
Public Library and its board. It is divided into numerous subseries 
Subseries 2.1: Library Organization Files, 1942-2019 
This subseries contains various materials related to the organization of the library, including policies, 
procedures and by-laws; personnel files; organization histories; and information about insurance policies 
and IMRF. 
2.1.1: Policy and By-Law Files 
2.1.2: Personnel Files 
2.1.3: Organization Histories 
2.1.4: Insurance and IMRF Files 
Subseries 2.1: Annual Reports, 1944-2012 
This subseries contains both the annual reports as submitted by the Lemont Public Library, alongside a 
variety of supporting materials like instructions and reports by the ILA, and any notes or reports provided 
by LPL staff. It is organized chronologically. 
Subseries 2.2: Ordinances, 1981-2020 
This subseries includes ordinances and resolutions which were passed by the library board or which affect 
library operations. Notably, it includes ordinances announcing the library board meeting schedule and 
budget and tax ordinances. It is organized chronologically. 
Subseries 2.3: Audits, 1964-2014 
This subseries includes annual audits of the Lemont Public Library and any related documents. It also 
includes comptroller correspondence and reports concerning the annual audit. It is organized 
chronologically. 
Subseries 2.4: Vendors and Major Projects 
This subseries contains contracts, quotes, bids, payment receipts, and other general information related to 
the variety of vendors contracted by the library. It notably includes a variety of files related to library 


building and renovation projects. These files include plans, correspondence, internal reports, and other 


related materials concerning major projects. This series contains information about the HVAC issues and 
corresponding litigation. 
2.4.1 Building and Renovation Files 
2.4.2 Misc. Vendor Files 
Subseries 2.5: Budget Records 
This subseries contains a variety of budget records not directly related to audits or monthly financial 
reports. This includes information about taxes and bonds, as well as a variety of miscellaneous budget 
materials. 
2.5.1: Tax Materials 
2.5.2: Bond Materials 
2.5.3: Misc. Budget Materials 
Subseries 2.6: Intergovernmental Agreements 
This subseries contains a variety of intergovernmental agreements. This includes agreements with the 
Village of Lemont, the Lemont Fire Department, the Lemont Park District, and, most notably, the Lemont 
High School. Additionally, it covers the dissolution of the High School/Library agreement, through 
correspondence, news, internal reports, and plans. 
Subseries 2.7: Library Cooperative Materials 
This subseries contains information related to the various library cooperatives in which Lemont Public 
Library participated. This includes: PALS, Heritage Trail, Bur Oak, Pinnacle, Suburban Library System, 
and the like. It contains newsletters from these cooperatives alongside related reports and correspondence. 
Subseries 2.8: Grant Files 
This subseries contains grant applications, successful grant program reports, correspondence, and 
instructions from ILA, Illinois State Library, and Illinois Secretary of State. 
Subseries 2.9: Internal Reports and Communication 
This subseries contains internally-circulated communication and reports, including: staff newsletters, 
department reports, memos, circulation and accession reports, and various statistics reports. 
2.9.1: Circulation and Accession Reports 


2.9.2: Internal Communication and Department Reports 


Subseries 2.10: Election and Referendum Files 
This subseries contains materials related to elections and referendums. These files mostly pertain to 
elections directly related to the library and the board, such as: board member elections, District Formation 
referendum, tax referendums, and the like. This also includes annexations like the Woodridge and Palos 


Park annexations. 


Series 3: Library Correspondence and Publications, 1944-2019 
This series contains external communication, in the form of correspondence and various publications and 
multimedia. It is divided into two subseries accordingly. 
Subseries 3.1: Correspondence, 1944-2019 
This subseries 1s organized chronologically and contains both incoming and outgoing correspondence. 
Subseries 3.2: Publications and Multimedia 
This subseries contains both materials published by and about the Lemont Public Library and its board. It 
also includes a variety of related materials and unpublished photographs. 
3.2.1: Newsletters 
3.2.2: Promotional Materials 
3.2.3: Photographs 
3.2.4: News Clippings 
3.2.5: Exhibit Files 


Arrangement Notes: 
At the request of the LPL Board, this project began by sorting and organizing the Board Meeting Minutes. 


These minutes were originally housed in a series of binders which would pose future preservation issues. 
Thus, they were removed, sorted, and placed in folders. This necessitated the organization of the 
remaining materials in these binders, in combination with other file folders and cabinets of materials into 
a singular collection. This also involved sorting out materials which would better fit the Lemont Local 
History Collection. This finding aid, then, seeks to replicate original order as much as possible, replicating 
existing organizational practices. In addition, the files may contain a variety of materials which provide 
contextual information alongside the titular materials. For example, the minutes files may contain related 
correspondence or reports. Alongside the items listed on the container list, additional materials including 
bank statements, payables, and financials can be found in a file cabinet in the library basement, though 
with some restriction to the public. The container list illustrates the current physical and intellectual 
arrangement of the collection. The building plans are separated into a more detailed container list as well. 
The folder and box numbers are subject to change as archival materials are purchased and integrated. 
However, the container list should be updated to reflect these changes. Accruals may also affect both 


intellectual and physical arrangement. 


